


Roanoke River Partners
Background

= Grassroots response to the economic downturn of mid
90s

= Diverse group of public/private partners from the 5 NC

counties that border the Roanoke River came together to
develop a shared vision to stimulate new enterprise

= County & Town officials

= Tourism Professionals

= Community Organizations

= Small Businesses

= Conservation Partners

= A host of Community Advocates
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Signature Accomplishment
since incorporating in 1997

» 200+ mile water trail which features 16 rustic river
platforms/campsites across 5 counties as well as some

from neighboring counties

- Believed to be the 15 of its kind, our trail system of
camping platforms has served as a national model of
similar development capitalizing on natural/cultural

assets
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RRP’s New Development

* Preservation of the old
Hamilton Colored
School

* One of the historic
Rosenwald Schools
* Historic School to be
repurposed as the
Rosenwald River
Center

* River/Community
Center

* Interpretive site for our
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From Colored School to Warehouse to
ROSENWALD RIVER CENTER

HAMILTON ROSENWALD PRESERVATION PROJECT (MARTIN COUNTY) NORTH CAROLINA

ROSENWALD RIVER CENTER

The Return of a Rosenwald School WALDO STREET, HAMILTON, NC

The significance of the Reserwald Schools in eastern North Carolina runs much

deeper than just buildings that housed a classroom for African Americans, and
now a movement has begun to praserve their IEQSL‘V

By Carol J. Shields
Photography by Carl Galie




Since 2008, the Roanoke River has
been nationally recognized as an

important part of the Underground
Railroad

FREEDOM ROADS
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NATIONAL
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
NETWORK TO FREEDOM
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The Roanoke River Mayor's
Association One of our most valued
Roanoke River Partners

» Since 2008, we have been collaborating to ~

* Develop a shared vision

* |[dentify investment to support an emerging cultural heritage &
ecotourism industry for our region.

* Cultivate partnerships to support regional development

* Establish internal regional market/Cross-promote regional
events

* Extend our reach to attract a larger outside market
» Expand and enhance our overall regional voice & brand
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Plymouth ~
A Roanoke
River Partner

Plymouth Maring,
Riverfront and
regional boating
events
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~ We have much more to attract visitors by
working together than we will ever have by
working independently & we want to bring
additional supporters info this process




It's All About PARTNERS ... and it always has
been! Here's who supports and benefits ~

Small Towns/Mayors
Counties/Commissioners
Co. Agencies/Officials
Tourism/Chamber Pros
State/National Officials
Writers, Artists, Musicians
Art & History Groups
Photo/videographers
Film makers

Newspapers &
Publications

Advertising Agencies
Local festivals and events
Ouffitters

Construction
pros/suppliers

Restaurants & Banks
Host of Businesses

Regional Corporations
(Kapstone & Domtar)

Campgrounds & B&Bs
Hotels/Motels
Museums/Galleries

Universities/Schools/Inter
ns

Churches/Community
Groups

Regional/National
Funders

Maemberes S Vohinteers o



Writers, Filmmakers, Conservation
Groups & Publications

* NC Museum of * Garden & Gun
Natural Science Magazine
* NC Rural Center * Our State Magazine
* The Conservation * Canoe § Kayak
Funa » Back Packer Magazine
* The Nature  National Trust for
Conservancy Historic Preservation
e U.S. Fish & Wildlife e NC Rosenwald Schools
* NC Wildlife » N§O/Regional Papers

Commission » Eastern Living
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& thenorthcarolina100.com

100-word stories
100-second videos

=
D]




Featured Destination: Roanoke River Paddle Trail

'A wild gem, a perfect destination for canoeists, kayakers, campers, and bird watchers’
April 29, 2015 | By

The Roanoke River Paddle Trail is for the birds. Overflown by 214 native and
migratory birds, the floodplain at the terminus of the trail functions as a neotropical




North Carolina’s 6 Best Paddle-Camping
Platforms

January 07, 2016 |

1y -

MOST POPULAR

Intro to Rock Gardening: Rescues
and Training

(Next) Best Paddling Towns: Ann
Arbor, Mich.

'‘Beyond Definition’: A Beautiful
Urban Paddling Film

Why | am Paddling a Homemade
Canoe throuah all 50 States

Gear Review: Old Town "NEXT"




This story is made possible by:

&F. Cee Oumouz Paovsms Co,

5 Under-The-Radar Kayaking Spots
in North Carolina

Explore the road — or river — less traveled with these five lesser-known
kayaking spots from the mountains to the coast.

written by JASON FRYE

Share <7.3K

PHOTOGRAPH BY KATIE QUINE




* *Emily Chaplin

Ozarks swim-
ming hole hits all
the marks on the
fun-hog check-
list. Waterfall
cascading intoan
aquamarine pool?
Check. Rock ledge
tolaunch cannon-
balls off, just high
enough to give vou
asplitsecond on
the way down to
think about what
you've done?

Yep. Rope swing?
Naturally. Plus
hardwood forest
surroundings, a
fetchingly ridicu-
lous name, and a
location on Falling
Water Creek just
remote enough to
discourage over-
crowding even
during a midsum-
mer scorcher.
(For the record,
that’s down a dirt
road off Highway
16 southeast of
the town of Ben
Hur, roughly
equidistant from
Fayetteville and
Little Rock.) You'll

expect Tom and

Huck to arrive any

minute,

Outer Banks Getaway

Sanderling Resort

Duck, NC
Aformer hunting

lodge for awealthy

North Carolina
businessman,
the Sanderling
retains one of
the Outer Banks’
wildestand most

exclusive settings.

The resortbor-
dersa2,600-acre
Audubon sanc-
tuary of marsh
and forest, egrets
and ospreys. Last
vears renova-
tion brought a
new fine-dining
restaurant, two
dune-side pools,
and a beach-
front bar, and the
whole place has a
laid-back coastal
vibe. The prop-
erty didn’t getits
first paved road
until the eighties,
and most people
still explore the

adjacent village of
Duck on footor bi-
cvcle. sanderling-
resort.com

Paddle Trip
Roanoke River
North Carolina
For an excur-
sion thatfeelsa
lotlike paddling
backin time,saya
thank-you to the
Roanoke River
Partnersforare-
markable series of
sixteen camping,
platforms along
the river in north-

eastern North
Carolina. Tea-
hued water car-
ries youdown-
stream through
some of the wild-
estevpress and tu-
peloswampin the
Carolinas, with
clearly marked
tributary camp-
sites, some lined
with massive

old- and second-
growth trees.
Some platforms
are built righton
the banks. Others
occupy bluffs

v

With trips worldwide, finding
yourself in the world’s most
inspiring locations is easy.

ADVENTURE @ LiFE

Adventurelife.com
800.344.6118

i NATURE TRAVEL AND TIPS

KAYAK THE LOWER ROANOKE RIVER PADDLE TRAIL

The Conservancy has helped protect more than 94,000 acres of conservation
lands along the lower Roanoke River, including what is now the Roanoke
River National Wildlife Refuge. Here. the river slows and spreads, meandering
through blackwater swamps on its way to the sea. The terrain is difficult on foot
but glorious for visitors using the Roanoke River Paddle Trail, a collection of
camping platforms built along 137 miles of river between the town of Weldon
and Albemarle Sound. Spend up to a week floating through cathedral-like
cypress swamps by day and camping on the platforms at night. Birders will
delight in sightings of waterfowl and migratory birds—including Swainson’s
and prothonotary warblers. nature.org/roanokeriver.

[ evao |
DISCOVER THE CLEAR CREEK TRAIL

The 10.5-mile Clear Creek Trail in Carson Valley
opened in spring 2014, thanks to the donation of
an 853-acre conservation easement to the Con-
servancy that allowed for the trail's completion.
Perfect for equestrians, hikers and mountain bik-
ers, the path passes through montane meadows,
canyons and pine forests. nature.org/nevada.
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Ecotourism in the Roanoke River Region:
Impacts and Opportunity

Kelvironta Harvey
Carolyn Fryberger
2016

NCrowth

www.ncgrowth.unc.edu

"
PARTNERS

T

www.roanokeriverpartners.org




OUTCOME ~ Overnight users from these 24
blue states between 1/1/14 -12/31/15




CELEBRATING

PROGRESS THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS




