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Roanoke River Partners    
Background

▪ Grassroots response to the economic downturn of mid 
90s

▪ Diverse group of public/private partners from the 5 NC 
counties that border the Roanoke River came together to 
develop a shared vision to stimulate new enterprise
▪ County & Town officials

▪ Tourism Professionals

▪ Community Organizations

▪ Small Businesses

▪ Conservation Partners

▪ A host of Community Advocates





Signature Accomplishment 
since incorporating in 1997

• 200+ mile water trail which features 16 rustic river 
platforms/campsites across 5 counties as well as some 
from neighboring counties

• Believed to be the 1st of its kind, our trail system of 
camping platforms has served as a national model of 
similar development capitalizing on natural/cultural 
assets













RRP’s New Development
• Preservation of the old 

Hamilton Colored 
School

•One of the historic 
Rosenwald Schools

• Historic School to be 
repurposed as the 
Rosenwald River 
Center
•River/Community 

Center

• Interpretive site for our 
Rosenwald & UGRR 
history





Since 2008, the Roanoke River has 
been nationally recognized as an 
important part of the Underground 
Railroad
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 The Roanoke River Mayor’s 
Association One of our most valued 

Roanoke River Partners

• Since 2008, we have been collaborating to ~ 
• Develop a shared vision

• Identify investment to support an emerging cultural heritage &       
ecotourism industry for our region.

• Cultivate partnerships to support regional development

• Establish internal regional market/Cross-promote regional 
events

• Extend our reach to attract a larger outside market

• Expand and enhance our overall regional voice & brand



Hamilton ~
A Roanoke 
River Partner
Hamilton Rosenwald 
School, St. Martin 
Episcopal Church &

Fort Branch 
re-enactors 



Plymouth ~
A Roanoke 
River Partner
Plymouth Marina, 
Riverfront and 
regional boating 
events



Scotland 
Neck~
A Roanoke 
River Partner

Sylvan Heights Bird 
Park & some beautiful 
historic homes



We have much more to attract visitors by 
working together than we will ever have by 
working independently & we want to bring 
additional supporters into this process



It’s All About PARTNERS … and it always has 
been! Here’s who supports and benefits ~

• Small Towns/Mayors
• Counties/Commissioners
• Co. Agencies/Officials
• Tourism/Chamber Pros
• State/National Officials
• Writers, Artists, Musicians
• Art & History Groups
• Photo/videographers
• Film makers
• Newspapers & 

Publications
• Advertising Agencies
• Local festivals and events
• Outfitters

• Construction 
pros/suppliers

• Restaurants & Banks
• Host of Businesses
• Regional Corporations 

(Kapstone & Domtar)
• Campgrounds & B&Bs
• Hotels/Motels
• Museums/Galleries
• Universities/Schools/Inter

ns
• Churches/Community 

Groups
• Regional/National 

Funders
• Members & Volunteers ☺



Writers, Filmmakers, Conservation 
Groups & Publications

• NC Museum of 
Natural Science

• NC Rural Center
• The Conservation 

Fund
• The Nature 

Conservancy
• U.S. Fish & Wildlife
• NC Wildlife 

Commission
• USDA
• NC R C & D

• Garden & Gun 
Magazine

• Our State Magazine
• Canoe & Kayak 
• Back Packer Magazine
• National Trust for 

Historic Preservation
• NC Rosenwald Schools
• N&O/Regional Papers
• Eastern Living 

Magazine

















OUTCOME ~ Overnight users from these 24 
blue states between 1/1/14 – 12/31/15




