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29 National Estuarine Research Reserves 



North Carolina Coastal Reserve

North Carolina                                                     
National Estuarine Research Reserve 



Purposes
• Protect representative coastal N.C. 

ecosystems

• Conduct relevant research to inform sound 
management of coastal resources

• Increase understanding of coastal ecosystems, 
their importance, and the effects humans 
have on them

• Accommodate compatible, traditional 
recreational uses



Bird Island Reserve
Bald Head Woods Reserve

Zeke’s Island Reserve

Masonboro Island Reserve

Permuda Island Reserve

Rachel Carson Reserve

Buxton Woods Reserve

Buckridge Reserve

Kitty Hawk Woods Reserve

Currituck Banks Reserve

National 
Reserves
State 
Reserves

N.C. Coastal Reserve and 
National Estuarine Research Reserve



Fostering stewardship 
of Reserve sites and 
coastal ecosystems



Fostering Stewardship:
Site Stewardship



Fostering Stewardship:
Terrapin Tally



Fostering Stewardship:
Seabird Ecological Assessment Network (SEANET)



Fostering Stewardship:
Volunteer Field Trip Leaders



Promoting informed coastal 
decisions through science-based 

training for professionals



Coastal decision makers = 
• local, state, and federal  

government staff 
• land use planners
• regulators
• floodplain managers
• engineers 
• consultants 
• real estate professionals









Best Practices
• Provide meaningful hands-on opportunities

• Translate science to enhance understanding 

• Understand and 
address interests 
and needs 

• Offer incentives

• Enhance capacity 
with partnerships



Rachel Carson Reserve

Masonboro Island Reserve

@NCReserve

North Carolina Coastal Reserve

Thank 
you! 


