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National Wildlife Refuges on the 
Albemarle-Pamlico Peninsula

Northeastern North Carolina Balancing Nature and Commerce
“Connecting Our Region”
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What is Balancing Nature & 
Commerce?

Purpose 
Cultivate the creation of a regional identity that fosters 
sustainable economic development and regional 
partnerships and builds awareness of the value of the 
Region’s assets
• 2 and ½ days of collaboration, learning and fervor was 

felt by the 80+ participants

• 6 Action Plans were developed by the workgroups that 
relate back to the purpose of the Balancing Nature 
and Commerce Program

• The Albemarle Commission, Region R’s Council of 
Government was selected as the Program Manager for 
the Program
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BN&C Partners



Components of
Balancing Nature & Commerce

Basis for the updated Comprehensive Regional 
Economic Development Strategy (CREDS) 

• Branding—Regional Identity

• Natural Resources & Water Quality   

• Broadband & Infrastructure

• Education and Training          

• Outreach



Components of
Balancing Nature & Commerce

Branding—Regional Identity
• Identifying Regional Assets – cultural, 

historic, natural resources, bicycle and 
paddle trails

• GIS Staff have created a map of these 
assets

• RPF for Regional Branding based on 
the Workgroup’s recommendations 
(one region or 3 sub-regions) (early 
2018)



Components of
Balancing Nature & Commerce
Natural Resources & Water Quality  

“Water, Soil, and Sun”  
• Focuses on the environmental 

aspects of the natural resources and 
water quality within the Region

• Received a Clean Water 
Management Trust Grant to study 
the cause of algal blooms within the 
Chowan River Basin



Components of
Balancing Nature & Commerce

Broadband & Infrastructure
• Hosted Regional Broadband Summit
• Completed Regional Broadband 

Demand Aggregation Survey
• Drafting County Specific 

Recommendations with the State 
Broadband Office

• Advocate for state and federal funding 
for water, sewer and economic 
development infrastructure projects



Components of
Balancing Nature & Commerce

Education and Training
• Working Smart Soft Skills Training in the Schools 

and throughout the Region
• First Certified Career Pathway in Health 

Science in the State
• First Certified Career Pathway implemented in 

the local schools:  Health Science
• 4 Certified Career Pathways: Health Science, 

Agri/Bio Science, Advanced Manufacturing, 
Business Services



Components of
Balancing Nature & Commerce

Outreach
• Creating a Regional Map with Assets to 

enhance tourism and economic 
development work within our Region
• Map acts as a cumulative Resources – 

multiple maps have been included into 
one resource

• DREAM: Map will be a part of a regional 
app that will direct visitors and businesses 
throughout our region utilizing wi-fi points 
as identified through the Broadband 
Project



Questions???



Contact
Cathy Davison, ICMA-CM

Executive Director
Phone: 252-426-5753 ext. 227

cdavison@accog.org

www.albemarlecommission.org




