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Ecosystem Enhancement 
Program (EEP)  

Â Mission:   

   To restore, enhance, preserve , and protect  the 
functions associated with wetlands, streams, 
and riparian areas  including but not limited to 
those necessary for the restoration, 
maintenance, and protection of water quality 
and riparian habitats throughout North 
Carolina  



Ecosystem Enhancement Program       
Components  

 

Strategic 
Planning  
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Plans  

 

    Local 
Watershed         
Planning  

Ecologically 
Effective 
Projects  

Implement 
Watershed 

Improvement 
Projects  

Monitoring & 
Research  
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Partnerships 
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Planning Components   

Basinwide Restoration Plans & 
Local Watershed Plans  

 
North Carolina Ecosystem  

Enhancement Program  

 



Planning for Restoration Activities: 
a Focused Watershed Approach  

Watershed 
Restoration Plans  

Targeted Local 
Watersheds & Local 

Watershed Plans  
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Basinwide Restoration Plans  

Ḑeveloped for ea. river basin & updated 
every 5 years  
 
I̧dentifies Targeted Local Watersheds 

within ea. basin where watershed 
improvement needs & opps. exist  
 
P̧rovides basis for EEP & resource ags. & 

groups to justify and concentrate 
watershed improvement project efforts 
where needed most.  
 
A̧vailable at: http://www.nceep.net/  

 



 

 
Targeted Local Watersheds in the                 

Pasquotank River Basin  



 
Local Watershed Plans:  

Focusing at a Finer Scale  
 within Local Watersheds  

 



Local Watershed Planning :            
    a Better  Understanding of the 

Watershed Symptoms  
    

   Say Ahhhé 



Enhancement  

The ñRight Medicine ò                                                                
based on prescribed recommendations  

BMPs 

Restoration  Protection  

Watershed 

Solutions  

Policies  



The ñRight Medicine ò 

Å Stream & Wetlands Restoration  

Å Riparian Buffer Implementation  

Å Best Management Practices  

Å Recommendations / Strategies for 
Improving & Protecting  

V Water Quality ,  

V Stormwater  and  

V Habitat  



Focus of Local Watershed 
Planning: to Identify the Nexus  

Habitat & WQ 
Improvement  Account for 

Future DOT 
Impacts  

Community 
Priorities  

The 
best 
projects  





4 Key Ingredients                                                            
of a successful   Local Watershed Plan  

Technical 
Assessment: 
Consultant 

Services  

Local Stakeholders 
& Resource 

Professionals  

Watershed 
Water Quality 

Monitoring  

 Local Partners to 

assist with local 
involvement & 

implementation  



Potential Elements of a Local 
Watershed Plan (LWP)  

¸ Watershed assessment  

¸ Wetlands and stream restoration 
projects  

¸ Local growth management initiatives  

¸ Stormwater / Ag. BMP projects  

¸ Water supply protection strategies  

¸ Education and technical assistance 
program  

 



Components of the                            
Technical Assessment  

 
¸ Inventory available data & information, 

stakeholder identified issues  

 

 

¸ Detailed Assessment: field  

 assessment & modeling  

 

¸ Recommendations/  

 Implementation  

 

 



Pasquotank River LWP  
Pasquotank, Camden and Gates Cos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Â Key Issues  

Â Stormwater & growth & dev.  

Â Historic channelization & poor buffers  

Â Nutrient & sediment inputs  

Â Habitat degradation / protection  

 

Â Stakeholder Process  

Â Local interests, local government &                                
other interested parties; technical                                          
resource professional advisors  

Â Watershed plan completed Dec. 2003  

 

 

 

Á Outcomes  

ÂEEP Project Implementation,                      
stormwater wetlands & other BMPs    

 


